0 FOR GROWI R P D REBGION ING,

CAIRNS BRANCH BEPT. 1590, NO. IOS

Our meetinga are held in the first year centre, Trinity
Bay High School, Hoare Street, Manunda. Committee/

General Meeting begins at 7.00pm. Guest Spesker B.00pm.
Supper followa and visitors are most wulanml.l" e

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 2n8 OCTOBER

- NEW MEMBERS

c

K. Austin and G. MeIlwian are the latest additions to
our group. Welcome to the both of you.

EXCURSION Di \
Sept. 23rd I0.00am Meet at the top of Mansfield Street
(elong Beleclave Rd., turn right into Irene St. then
first left.) for a short walk eslong Chinaman's Creek, ..
This area contains rainforest but is also very rugged

with lots of boulders and is not recommended for
children end the not so fit,

CORRESPONDENCE

A thank you letter wes received from the Melbournea
Wild Flower Show for the'lovely flowers that were sent
to them. Many thanks to those wha donated some. .

A $200 chegue was received from the Gardens Expo :Tropical
Gardens Promotion for the May Expo. Graham Pike has
volunteered to attend a meeting of the mbove organ=
isation at the Hilton whgre a Garden Festival Week _
may be organised for next year. This week will include
the Expo and Friends of the Barden Festival on cone
secutive weekends with the garden competition and

gulded tours held in the week between them. Sounds

like a good idea that will reguire heasps of work and .
volunteers,
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OCTOBER'S MEETING..svsusussss .DAVE WARMINGTON,

The next meeting of the SGAP will be used as & means
to constructively look at our Branch and its assocliated
eims, objectives and current and future projects.

The present structure of our meetings ie. guest spesker
and committes meetings combined has resulted in
important issues being culckly discussed and quite often
dismissed totally. To resolve this and try to bring

our plans together there will be no Guest Speaker at
this meeting, instead we will discuss some of our
importent projects such as Copperlode Dam/Crystal
Cascedes and the Aere and Threatened Plant Ssction

at Flecker Botanic Gardens. These are the types of
meaningful projects that will stimulate the mims and
objectives of our Branch,

COMINGS HOUSE

Around mid— October labour (OURS) will be reguired for
the establishment of the gerdens around our new meet-

ing venue. A definite date is yet to be finalised but
Dave will probably be supervising EVERYBODY'S efforts,
MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK, Perhaps we could fit in =

berbeque afterwards,
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NDA FOR O R'
Definition of this meeting

= A clearly formated meeting to obtain maximum
results in the time aveilable.

-~ To essess our current situation as seen by the
majority of members and Committes.

- To stimulate and generate new ideas in our
. Bpproach,

= The setting of new objectives and alms if necessary.
- The allocation of priorities to these aims.

~ Deteiling objectives for the individual office
bearers will be discussed and produced at & later
meeting for epproval.

Procedure of the maating
- Handing out of eims and abjectives of SGAP,

Explaining the aims and procedurae of this meeting

- Well prspafad and detailed
reports and
bearers,

current situation
present objectives from all office

= Current situation with our ongoing projects;
Copperlode Dam/Crystal Cescades, Video, Rare and
Threatened Plants and Cominos House. DAVE w,

- Prepared spesches by members, outlining their
reasons for belonging to SGAP; their satisfaction
and dissatisfaction with the current activities
suggestions, outlining of desirable objectives,
etec, Please notify Chairman before the meeting



of your participation. MAX. time is S mins. A MEMBER'S POINT OF VIEW..s0.sss00+.THEO UTZINGER

- Open forum for general discussion. Time 1imit

appli Since it wes my glorious idea of proposing this mid-
Lo term general meeting (rumour has it that I ran out of
4 h this.

- Tea and coffee. spaakara], I'd better explain what brought me to is

In the days of simply being a member, I guite enjoyed
rolling up at 7.30 (it is such a convenient time isn't
it) and listening in on the proceedings of the committee.
Usually they would have Jjust started themselves but the
proceedings never really interested me (who in his/her
r!r right mind expects committee proceedings to be inter-

esting). I meinly attended for the ever interesting
DONATION telks thet sterted at eight or theresbouts,

= Summing up by the Chairmen including objectives
and aims, both new and old, their priority and
setting out e time schedule for our projects.

Cairns Development Nursery have given us forty Syzygium _ Foolishly, I scratched my head when the Public Reletions
pseudofestigata in I.5 1 bags and spproximately Im

office was declared vacent and the members were scanned
high. Any suggestions as to what we can do with them, for a new victim at election time at the last AGM,

(01d Chinese Proverb, do not pick nose end scretch

head at AGMs and Auctions). Well, I took my job ser-
WEEDS iously, twisted arms end dragged wildly screaming
The Rurel Lands Protection Board hes provided us with speakers by the hair to the rostrum. Dutifully I would
some copies of their booklet "Noxious Plants of Queens— create little write ups ( the only time I got some use
land", They ere free and Eleine has some aparﬂal from my wordprocessor) and pester the media with them.
This works fine end to my emazement there are people
PLANT SWAP, What happened? turning up st every meeting - I must be lucky. However
I started to taeke this business of public releting very
: sariously. These displeays over the last few months have
ELOWERING THIS MONTH,

given me ample opportunity to get in touch with the
masses - I can honestly say that I converted a few and
led =ome stray ones back to the flock, On one of those
displays I ectuelly . teme scross the AIMS OF THE SGAP
poster. Well, this is wonderfully idealistic stuff I
thought but then after further contempletion, it dicn't
seem to be so fer fetched,

Tropicel Grevillea spp., Callistemon spp., Melaleuca ('
dealbata, Syzgium leuhmenii, Dendrobium epp., Lepto-
sparmum "Pacific Beauty", "Pink Cascade", Dillenim

alata, Pandorea spp., Faredaya splendida, Tecomanthe

hilli (not strictly e native), Euc, torelliana, Har-

denbergia retusa, Syz. wilsonii, Viole hederacea,

Gehnia sp. The interest in the community is there, the necd to

educete end assist is there, True, we have limited
emounts of fundsﬁnd manpower but on the positive side
we have an incredible pool of knowledge (meinly the old
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guard), commitment , enthusiam and new ideas (the

young turks), All we really have to do is combine these
elements with a well defined strategy. Don't get me
wrong, this doesn't mean that we have to do more, all

I simply suggest, is that we make an effort once, come
up with a plan and then with the same resources we'll
be eble to achieve more. I think we cen do it, do you?

NEWSFLASH

Graham Pike has been voted in as our CAFNEC represant-
etive,

EDITOR'S SPOT.

Well, another month has just flown by, there are only
three left in the yeer now and I hope they have a bit
of rein in them, we certainly need some,

I have been told that I missed an interesting meeting
this month with Mergaret giving an informaetive tallk
with lots of audience input. I should be able to put =
list of suiteble Cellistemon plants for the area in the
naxt newsletter for those who missed the meeting.

As you have learned by now, there will be no guest
speaker next month, instead YOU will be given thae
opportunity to spesk so please make the most of it and
indicate to David or Elaine that you wish to do so;
brickbats, bouquets or even a few suggestions will be
most welcome, I definitely think some re-organising is
in order, no doubt you have noticed this from previous
comments in past newsletters. The committee is to be
commended for trying to rectify the problems and kesep
everybodybs heppy as possible.

Perhaps one of the problems we have to overcoms i= how
to ceter for the diverse needs of the people in the .

group. Just by listening and talking to other members,
I think that every person in SGAR has a different need

cic
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of knowledge ambout plants and different information

to contribute to the group so if you feel you ere
missing out PLEASE use the opportunity to say so. There
is room for everybody and it would be a shame to drive

members and visitors away.

My epologies for for not being able to do the follow up
article to lest month's - this time it was going to be
on pollination but es you can see I have run out of room,

Following is the label of a plant that I recently pur-
chased, I do not know if it will succeed up here so 1
intend to‘keep i1t in a pot but after reading the story 1
could not resist buylng it and trying to do my bit. How
sad that people heve destroyed its habitet and how
fortunate that there was & native plant enthusiast in
the area,

—

CALLISTEMON ‘ROCKY RAMBLER"

Callistemon *Rocky Rambler” is the smallest
of the C, pearsonil family, which are all endemic
to Blackdown Tablelands, Like Calllstemon sp
Mimosa Creek and sp Rainbow Falls (now
. pearsonif), ‘Rocky Rambler® is o very hardy,
prostrate shrub, that has been growing in the
gardens at Fisher's Nursery for over 14 years, The
aren where the parent plant was found, a place
called Horseshoe Lookout, was cleared for a

. pienic area, and with that clearing came cars and
erosion. The parent plants have not been seen
since the late 1970%, As far as is known, the plant
in this garden is the only one remaining, until the
relense of *Rocky Rambler*,

Blackdown Tablelands is found 160 km west
of Rockhampion, It is a sandstone tableland rising
600 m above the plains of central Queensland, and
is now o national park. A very informative book
has been written about the flora of Blackdown
Tablelands, called ‘Plants of Central Queeny-
land’, by Steve and Alison Pearson, Steve
Pearson, ranger at Eungella National Park, is o
Tormer park ranger of Blackdown Tablelands,

Callistemon ‘Rocky Rambler' grows io
approx. 30 em high. Flowers red with gold tips,
Idenl for attracting birds.
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